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An aerial view of Raj Bhavan, the Governor's residence 


INTRODUCTION 


Calcutta is young, as Indian cities go. It owes its 
origin to Job Charnock, an agent of the East India 
Company, who in 1690 chose this site—then occupied 
by three small villages, one of them named Kalikata 
—for a British trade settlement. The settlement pros- 
pered, both because of its excellent trade position and 
its importance as the headquarters of the British 
administration till 1912, and today Calcutta is the 
largest city in India and second only to London in 
the Commonwealth. 

As it has grown up in comparatively recent times, 
Calcutta has none of the ancient historical monuments 
that characterise Indian towns. There are, however, 
more relics here of British rule than anywhere else in 
India, some dating back to the earliest days of the 
East India Company’s settlement. 

A modern city, Calcutta offers all the amenities 
a visitor can desire. In Chowringhee are excellent 
hotels, cinemas and restaurants and a shopping centre 
capable of meeting every conceivable requirement. 
There are also a number of night clubs, which regularly 
employ cabaret artistes from Europe. 
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For a tour of eastern India, Calcutia is a convenient 
starting-point. There is a big airport (Dum Dum) 
seven miles north of the city, and it is the terminus 
for a wide network of railway routes. 


PLACES OF INTEREST 


Calcutta Port 


The port is situated on the left bank of the Hooghly 
river, which is formed by the merging of three offtakes 
from the Ganga. It is about 80 miles from the mouth 
of the river and 126 miles from the Western Channel 
Light Vessel at Sandheads. The port is a receiving as 
well as a distributing centre for the States of U.P., 
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa, Assam 
and also for East Pakistan. It handles over 9 million 
tons of cargo annually, i.e., about half the total sea- 
borne trade of India. 

The navigable channel of the Hooghly from the 
sea to Calcutta is buoyed throughout to assist navig- 
ation, and pilotage is compulsory. Powerful dredgers 
keep the channel free from silt. The affairs of the 
port are administered by a Port Trust, founded in 1879. 
The Port Commissioners have been putting through 
an extensive development scheme under the country’s 
Five Year Plan. 


Howrah Bridge 


The visitor who arrives by train at Howrah imm- 
ediately finds himself confronted with one of Calcutta’s 
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The Howrah Bridge 


most impressive sights—the cantilever bridge across 
the river Hooghly. Completed in 1941, the bridge has 
a main span of 1,500 feet, made up of a central sus- 
pended span 564 feet long and two cantilever arms 
each 468 feet long. The anchor arms have a length 
of 325 feet each, and the towers rise to approximately 
270 feet above road level. The bridge carries a road 
71 feet wide between kerbs accommodating eight 
lines of vehicular traffic, including two tramway tracks 
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A street scene, Chowringhee 


in the centre. There are 15-feet wide pedestrian foot- 
paths on either side. 


Chowringhee 


Crossing the Howrah Bridge, one comes to the 
densely populated city area. The best point from which 
to start on a tour of the city is Chowringhee, which 
is centrally situated and itself contains some of the 
leading hotels, cinemas and restaurants, a big shopping 
centre and business offices. 


Ochterlony Monument | 
on the Maidan 


Ochterlony Monument 


Facing Chowringhee and at the western end of 
the Maidan is the monument to Sir David Ochterlony, 
who brought the Nepalese war (1812-1814) to a 
Successful conclusion. The monument is of eastern 
design, with a rare combination of architectural styles. 
The base is Egyptian, the column Syrian, while the 
dome with its metal cupola is typically Turkish. The 
height is 158 feet. There is a spiral staircase leading 


up, and from the top one obtains a fine panoramic view 
of the city. 
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The Maidan 


The Maidan, a vast open space, can be called the 
lungs of this densely populated area. It is nearly two 
miles long and a mile broad. Here Calcutta citizens 
spend much of their leisure. There are golf clubs for 
the more fortunate, and a large number of football 
grounds, which are packed during the season. Part 
of the Maidan is known as the Brigade ground, where 
ceremonial parades are held. 

The Maidan was actually a by-product of Fort 
William, for it was in the interests of the latter that 
the jungle was cleared. With the clearing of the jungie 
round the fort, the English residents moved from near 
the river to the interior, and well laid out residential 
quarters and shopping centres sprang up in 
Chowringhee and further east. The nearness of the 
Maidan has kept this part of the city the best to live 
in. There are many boarding houses and chummeries 
which cater for visitors. 


Dhakuria Lakes 


Another spot where one can get away from the 
noise and bustle of the city is the Dhakuria Lakes. 
The two lakes, which have a combined frontage of 
about a mile, are fringed with tall palm trees. The 
surrounding parkland covers several acres and is a 
popular picnicking spot. Rowing clubs have been 
formed, and regattas and rowing championships are 
regularly held on the lakes. 


Victoria Memorial 


At the southern end of the Maidan is the finest 
building in Bengal—the Victoria Memorial. First prop- 
osed by Lord Curzon (Viceroy from 1899 to 1905), 
whose statue occupies a prominent place, this enormous 
yet symmetrical pile of white marble was opened in 
1921 by the then Prince of Wales (now the Duke of 
Windsor). It cost Rs. 76 lakh, the money being raised 
by public subscription. The Memorial is a rich store- 
house of Indian history, especially that of the Victorian 
era. 

in the Royal Gallery is a collection of paintings 
representing events in the life of Queen Victoria, the 
gift of King Edward VII. Passing into Queen’s Hall 
under the dome, one sees the statue of Queen Victoria 
at the time she ascended the throne (the work of Sir 
Thomas Brock, R.A.). This is the keynote to the whole 
edifice. The Darbar Hall, on the left, is undoubtedly 
the finest hall in the building. The Picture Galleries 
contain pictures and engravings of Indian scenery 
‘besides a number of other paintings, including a collect- 
jon of aquatints presented by Queen Mary. Johann 
Zootany, R.A. (1733-1810) is well represented with his 

‘Embassy of Hyder Beck”, “Tiger Hunt near Chander- 
magore”, “Claude Martin and his Friends” and “Lord 
‘Cornwallis receiving the son of Tipoo Sahib.” A tour 
of the gallery round the interior of the dome should 
also be made to view the mural decorations. The 
historical records in the annexe and the collection of 
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Belvedere now houses the National Library 


Persian manuscripts will be of interest to the 
antiguarian. 

The Memorial is open on Sundays and week-days 
(excluding Mondays) from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the 
period April to October. From November to March it 
is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. An illustrated catalogue 
of the exhibits can be obtained at the entrance. 


National Library 


South-west of the Maidan is Belvedere, formerly 
the temporary residence of the Viceroy and now 
housing the National Library, which celebrated its 
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The Gole Ghur in Fort William 


golden jubilee in 1953. The Library has a collection 
of nearly 8 million books. There is a fine reading room. 

At a spot west of the entrance of Belvedere 
occurred the famous duel between Warren Hastings 
and Philip Francis, in which the latter was wounded, 
in 1780. The bridge south-west of the nearby 
Racecourse, across Tolly’s Nullah, leads to Watgunge, 
named after Col. Watson, Francis’s second in the duel, 
who established wet and dry docks here. These were 
afterwards owned by the two sons of Col. Kyd, who 
is supposed to have given his name to the adjoining 
dockyard and, which is more important, to Kidderpore. 
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Fort William 


The Fort, which was completed in 1773 at a cost 
of about £2 million, is surely unique in that not a 
shot has been fired from it in anger. Named after 
King William III, it can accommodate a garrison of 
10,000 and has its own church, swimming pool, boxing 
stadium, parade and football grounds, firing range, 
Post and Telegraph office, cinemas and bazar. The 
arsenal is worth a visit; permission can be obtained 
from the O:C. of the Fort. 


Government House 


North of Fort William lies the State Assembly, 
and near it the High Court, which was built in 1872 
on the style of the Town Hall of Ypres. It is the 
highest court of law in the State. Government House, 
(or Raj Bhavan, as it is now called) close by, was 
built by Lord Wellesley at a cost of Rs. 20 lakh on 
the pattern of Kedleston Hall, Lord Curzon’s ancestral 
home in Derbyshire. It has many rare works of art. 
In the Throne Room is the throne of Tippu Sultan, the 
Mysore ruler who was defeated after stubborn resist- 
ance to the advancing British power. Government 


House has four magnificent entrances. 


Nakhoda Mosque 


North of Dalhousie Square, the narrow but busy 
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Asutosh Buildings, 
Calcutta University 


Chitpur Road leads to the Nakhoda Mosque, the most 
important Muslim place of worship in Calcutta. The 
prayer-hall can accommodate 10,000 persons. The 
mosque, which is modelled on Akbar’s tomb at 
Sikandara, near Agra, is a fine specimen of Indo- 
Saracenic architecture. It has a majestic dome and 
two lofty minarets, each 151 feet high, besides 25 smal- 
ler ones. 

The surrounding area, crowded with shops selling 
goods of every description, is not unlike the so-called 
“local bazars” which tourists are conducted round in 


Aden and Port Said. There is the same undefinable 
atmosphere, 
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Further up the street is the house where one of 
the greatest Indians of modern times, the poet philo- 
sopher and reformer, Rabindranath Tagore, was born. 


Calcutta University 


East of the Nakhoda Mosgue runs a busy road 
leading back to Chowringhee. This road is known by 
three names in different sectors. In the extreme north 
itis Cornwallis Street, the middle stretch is known as 
College Street and it then becomes Willington Street. 
It would be best to go to the centre first, i.e., to the 
College Street area, where stands the University of 
Calcutta facing College Sguare. The Senate House 
stands out by virtue of its huge columns. It is not 


A statue in the 
Marble Palace 
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The Parshwanath Jain Temple 


everybody's idea of the best site for a university, bul 
the inside is truly academic in appearance and atmos- 
phere. The Senate House is a great hall, 100 feet by 
60 feet, in which the convocations take place. It has 
a portico supported by six lofty pillars. In the vestib- 
ule is a marble statue of Prasanna Kumar Tagore, 
founder of the Law Professorship. The Law College 


and lecture halls adjoin. Nearby are the University 
Library and a museum of art. 
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Next to the University on the north is Presidency 
College, an institution important historically. It was 
developed in 1855 from Hindu College, which had been 
founded in 1824 and opened in 1827. The foundation- 
stone of the new building of this college was laid in 
1872 by Sir George Campbell. It was here that English 
education first started in this country. 


Marble Palace 


To the east of College Square is the hall of the 
Calcutta branch of the Mahabodhi Society, a world 
organisation for the propagation of Buddhist culture. 
About a mile to the south-west is the well known 
Marble Palace with its well laid out gardens, dotted 
with statues and possessing a number of aviaries, spread 
over an area of 12 acres. The Palace is also a treasure- 
house of art. It has paintings by Rubens, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Nicolas Possaino and other famous painters. 
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The Temple of Kat 
in Kalighat 


The Banyan Tree in the Botanical Gardens 


Jain Temples 


In Buddree Das Temple Street are the famous Jain 
Temples, four in number, the most important being 
dedicated to Shree Shree Sheetalnathji, the tenth of 
the 24 Jain reformers, Built in 1867, this temple 
stands in one of the prettiest gardens in Calcutta. 


The Museum 


North of Park Street is the Museum. Among the 
thousands of exhibits are relics of the ancient Indian 
civilisation of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa, and objects 
relating to every period of Indian history. On the top 
floor is a fine art gallery; many exhibitions are held 


here during the cold weather, including that of the 
Academy of Fine Arts. 
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A bison in the 
Zoological Gardens 


Temple O£ Kali 

Museum, the visitor comes 
he Temple of Kali. Kali, 
goddess of Calcutta 


Going south from the 
to the Kalighat area and t 
the Consort of Siva, is the patron 
Hindus. The temple is said to have been built in 
1809. It rises to a height of about 90 feet, and stands 
on land where the Ganga once flowed. It is a building 
of grey masonry embellished with green mosaic, and 


has a double canopy-shaped roof. 


Botanical Gardens 


The Botanical Gardens, founded in 1786, are at 
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Sibpur, about 23 miles from Howrah. Of special int- 
erest to the botanist is the Herbarium, where thirty to 
forty thousand species are represented. There is also 
a fine botanic library near the Superintendent's resid- 
ence. Visitors flock to see the Great Banyan Tree, 
which is more than 1,000 feet, in circumference and 88 
feet high. It has over 600 roots reaching from air to 
ground. The central trunk had to be removed in 1925 
to preserve the radial parts. A picnic in these gar- 
dens is a delight. 


Zoological Gardens 


Spread over an area of about 45 acres in Alipore, 
the Zoo is well worth a visit. It is as well stocked as 
any in the East. Nearby are the Horticultural Gardens, 


which contain some very rare specimens of tropical 
flora. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
Hotels 


Great Eastern Hotel, Old Court House Street. 
Grand Hotel, Chowringhee Road. 
Spences Hotel, Wellesley Place. 


Restaurants 


Firpo's, Chowringhee Road. 

Neera, Chowringhee Road. 

Kwality, Park Street. 

Nanking, in China Town (approachable by 
ranjan Avenue). 

Chinese Restaurant, Great Eastern Hotel. 

India Coffee House, Chittaranjan Avenue. 


Chitta- 


Tea Shops 


Fleury's, Park Street. 

Trinca, Park Street. 

Ferazzini, Lindsay Street. 
Clubs 


The Calcutta Club, Lower Circular Road. 
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The Rotary Club, Grand Hotel. 

The Calcutta Swimming Club, Strand Road. 
The Saturday Club, Wood Street. 

The Bengal Club, Chowringhee Road. 

The 300 Club, Theatre Road. 

The Golden Slipper, Corporation Place. 


Travel Agencies 
Thos. Cook and Son, Stephen House, Dalhousie 
Sq. East. 
American Express Co., Pollock House, 28 Pollock St. 
Cox and Kings, P. 17 Mission Row Extn. 
International Carriers, 30 E, Free School St. 
Balmer Lawrie & Co. Ltd., 21 Netaji Subhas Road. 
Vansimall Bassermall & Co., 9 Pagiya Patty. 
Trade Wings (Calcutta) Ltd, 16 Old Court 
House St. 
Mercury Travels (India) Ltd., cio Grand Hotel. 
Jeena & Co. clo Great Eastern Hotel. 


Banks 


Grindlays Bank, 6 Church Lane. 
Reserve Bank of India, 8, Council House Street. 


Imperial Bank of India, 1, 2 & 3 Strand Road, and 
Park St. 


Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corpn, 31 
Dalhousie Sg. 
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Lloyds Bank, 29 Netaji Subhas Road, and 41 
Chowringhee. 

National Bank of India, 19 Netaji Subhas Road, and 
31 Chowringhee Road. 

National City Bank of New York, Brabourne Road. 


Money Changers 


Great Eastern Hotel. 
Grand Hotel. 
Spences Hotel. 


Cinemas 


The following show English-language pictures : 
The Metro: 5, Chowringhee Road, Tel. Bank 4608 
The Lighthouse: 2, Humayun Place, Tel. City 1402 
The New Empire: 1, Humayun Place, Tel. City 1401 
The Elite : 136, S. N. Banerjee Road, Tel. Central 1383-4 


Cabaret 


Princes: Grand Hotel, Chowringhee Road. 
Spences Hotel: Wellesley Place. 
Great Eastern Hotel: Old Court House Street. 


Shopping Centres 


The most important centre of shopping is the New 
Market on Lindsay Street, where one can buy almost 
anything. 
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Park Street is a good shopping centre for furs, 
jewellery and carpets. 

Good Companions in Russel Street and the Bengal 
Home Industries Association at the crossing of Chow- 
ringhee Road and Lower Circular Road display arts 
and crafts from all over India. 

The Kashmir Government Arts Emporium on 
Chowringhee Road displays the products of that State. 

At the Cottage Industries Sales Emporium a large 
variety of cottage industry products of the State of 
West Bengal are available. 

The Indian shopping centres are in Shambazar, 
College Street, Chitpur and Bhowanipur. Indian silver 
jewellery can be obtained here. 


Tourist Information Office 


The Tourist Information Office at 14-16 Govt. Place 
East, Esplanade Mansions (Phone: Bank 2821), run 
by the Government of India, furnishes information on 
travel facilities, hotel accommodation and places worth 
visiting. Assistance is given in drawing up tourist 
itineraries. Tourists may obtain literature and guide 
books on India from this office. 

There is a Tourist Guide and Information Assistant 
attached to this office who will on reguest accompany 
tourists to places of interest in and around Calcutta. 
Tourists should avail themselves of the guide service to 
get a more intimate knowledge of the city. The 


charges are moderate. For details, phone Bank 2821 
or call at the office. 
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Information for Motorists 


Tourists wishing to travel by road in their own 
cars are advised to obtain road details and route maps 
beforehand. The information can be had at the office 
of the Automobile Association of Bengal, 13 Ballygunge 
Circular Road (Telephone: Pk 4804). 
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BSUBLIZEY 


For all tourist imformation please contact: 


1. Regional Tourist Officer, 
123, Queens Road, Churchgate, Bombay 
Tel. 33185 & 32446. 
2. Regional Tourist Officer, 
14-16, Government Place East, Esplanade 
Mansions, Calcutta (23-2819). 
3. Regional Tourist Officer, 
88, Queensway, New Delhi (Tel. 42742 & 48649). 
Regional Tourist Officer, 
35, Mount Road, Madras (Tel. 86999 & 86249). 
5. Tourist Receptioa & Information Officer, 
Government of India Tourist Office, 
The Bund, Srinagar (Tel. 54). 
Tourist Information Officer, 
The Mall, Agra (Tel. 377). 
7. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
15-B, The Mall, Banaras Cantt. (Tel. 189). 
8. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
16-A, Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
Bangalore (Tel. 4505). 
Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Rajasthan Hostel, Jaipur (Tel. 1182). 
10. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Krishna Villas, Station Road, 
Aurangabad (Tel. 17). 
Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Commissioner Road, Ootacamund (Tel. 3416). 
12. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Chaurastha, Darjeeling (Tel. 50). 
13. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
The Ridge, Simla (Tel. 3311). 
14. The Director, Government of India, 
Tourist Office, 19 East, 49th Street, New York, 
17, N.Y. (Tel. Murray Hill B-2245). 


15. The Director, 


16. 


Government of India Tourist Office, 

28 Cockspur Street, (Trafalgar Square), 
London S.W.1. (Tel. Trafalgar 1717-8). 
The Manager, 

Government of India, 

Tourist Office, 685, Market Street, 

San Francisco, Calif. 
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